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WROUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on 16 October 2017 at 7.30pm 
in The Ellendune Community Centre. 

 
Present Cllr L Campisano 

Cllr S Harcourt 
Cllr J Hewer 
Cllr B Kingstree 
Cllr A Richards 
Cllr D Wells 
Cllr H Woodward 

 
Clerk  Jodie Smart 
 
Also Present Emma Freemantle (Deputy Clerk)  
    
FC/99  Apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr P Bhardwaj, Cllr H Dosanjh, Cllr C Clark, Cllr G Jones, Cllr 
T Kimberley-Fairbourn, Cllr A Spry and Cllr A Woodhead. No apologies were received from 
Cllr S Pagett. 

 
FC/100  Declarations of Interest & Applications for Dispensation 

There were no declarations of interest nor applications for dispensation. 
 

FC/101  Public Questions 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

FC/102  Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Members were not quorate so the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18 
September 2017 will be ratified at the next full council meeting on 20 November 2017. 

  
FC/103  Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Members were not quorate so the minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2017 
will be ratified at the next full council meeting on 20 November 2017. 

 
FC/104  Planning Committee 

Members were not quorate so the minutes of the meeting held on 20 September 2017 
and 4 October 2017 will be ratified at the next full council meeting on 20 November 2017. 

 
FC/105  Environment & Road Safety 

Members were not quorate so the minutes of the meeting held on 2 October 2017 will be 
ratified at the next full council meeting on 20 November 2017. 

 
FC/106  Annual Plot Holders Meeting 

Members NOTED the minutes of the meeting held on 25 September 2017. Members 
expressed their thanks to the members of the Allotment Working Party. 
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FC/107  Information from Borough Councillors 

Cllr Wayne Crabbe informed members that he had recently been working with the 
Wiltshire Canal Partnership and learning more about its involvement in the canal in 
Wichelstowe.  
 
Cllr Cathy Martyn informed members that a recent planning application at Ambrose Fields 
had recently been passed by the Swindon Borough Council’s Planning Committee. Cllr 
Martyn confirmed that she had seen the draft SHELAA (Strategic Housing and Economic 
Land Availability Assessment) which is a list of sites for possible development. Cllr Martyn 
stressed that this was a list put forward by land owners, developers and residents of areas 
that are suitable for development and not a list of sites that definitely will be developed.  
Cllr H Woodward asked if there was a ‘ball park’ figure of houses planned for Wroughton. 
Cllr Martyn responded that it was merely a list of sites rather than a number of possible 
houses.  
 
Cllr S Harcourt asked what progress had been made following Swindon Borough Council’s 
decision to write to the Secretary of State regarding the calculation of housing land 
supply. Cllr Martyn responded that she would investigate whether this action had been 
completed and confirm to the Clerk.  
 
Cllr H Woodward stated that Parish Councillors had met with members of the Planning 
Department recently who had stated that Wroughton was considered as somewhere to 
take the brunt of housing as it is easier for planning permission to be granted here rather 
than on brownfield sites within the Town Centre. Cllr Martyn responded that she had only 
seen parts of the SHELAA relevant to the Wroughton and Wichelstowe Wards and so 
could not comment on a comparison with the rest of the town. 
 
Cllr S Harcourt stated that he was disappointed with recent planning decisions at Ambrose 
Fields and in Highworth as this demonstrated that the Planning Authority could not 
defend any planning appeals. Cllr Martyn stated that she had not seen the Barrister’s 
advice regarding the Marborough Road appeal and that she would find out what they 
were. 
 
Cllr H Woodward stated that no sites highlighted within the last SHELAA had been built 
upon and asked whether it a waste of time. Cllr Martyn replied that the SHELAA was a 
mandatory part of the Local Plan process.  
 
Cllr S Harcourt asked if Swindon Borough Council would correspond with other Local 
Authorities in the same housing land supply position to ask them to request that 
Government review the interpretation of the law. Cllr Martyn responded that she would 
ask David Reynard when chasing the status of the letter.  
 
Cllr W Crabbe commented that he felt a bigger threat was that Wiltshire County Council 
may decide to build upon their border with Swindon.  
 
Cllr C Martyn commented that Swindon Borough Council were ‘putting their money 
where their mouth is’, in that they were investing in their own building projects to help 
ease the housing land supply deficit.   
 
The Ward Councillors left the meeting at 8.10pm 
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FC/108  Youth Advisors 
Miss Tilly Jones remarked that young people within the village felt grateful for the 
inclusion in projects such as Wroughton Rocks, the 2018 Carnival and the development 
project for Maunsell Way Pavilion.  
 
Miss Jones suggested that street lighting could be improved in areas such as Wharf Road, 
Priors Hill and Maunsell Way Field to help drivers see young people out on their bikes 
during the dark winter evenings. Cllr J Hewer commented that at a recent Highways event 
he discovered that Swindon Borough Council planned to replace all of the street lamps 
with LED lighting.  
 
Cllr D Wells asked whether the anti-social behaviour issues were still being experienced by 
the Youth Club. Mr Jordan Stevenson replied that the closure of the Youth Club over the 
summer seemed to have deterred the offending people from attending since.  
 
Cllr H Woodward commented that any broken streetlights should be reported to Swindon 
Borough Council as they were responsible for maintaining them. Cllr A Richards added 
that residents should where possible, include the street name and number displayed on 
the lighting column.  
 
Cllr H Woodward also asked whether a cycle track on Wharf Road (within the village) was 
possible. Cllr J Hewer agreed that this could be discussed at the next Environment and 
Road Safety Committee meeting. 
 
Mr Jordan Stevenson commented that he felt there was an area within the Ellendune 
Shopping Centre that was not covered by the CCTV and that people were aware of this 
and used this corner to commit anti-social behaviour. Cllr J Hewer replied that the Parish 
Council would ask PC Sophia Best to liaise with the shops to see if the issue could be 
resolved.  
 
Mr Stevenson also asked for four more cycle racks at Maunsell Way. The Clerk responded 
that she would look into this.  
 
The Youth Advisors left the meeting at 8.20pm. 
 

FC/109  Parish Council Representatives’ Report 
Members NOTED a report from Cllr A Richards regarding a recent visit to the Waterside 
Recycling Centre, a copy of which appears as Appendix A in the Minute Book.  
 
Members NOTED a report from Cllr T Kimberley-Fairbourn regarding a recent SAC-WALC 
meeting, a copy of which appears as Appendix B in the Minute Book. 
 
Cllr S Harcourt gave a verbal report regarding a recent meeting of the Ellendune Hall 
Trust. Cllr Harcourt informed members that the Trust had taken a vote which confirmed 
that they thought that they had complied with the grant conditions requested by the 
Parish Council.  The Chair of the Trust had instructed the Secretary to send a letter to the 
Parish which will be considered at the next Finance and General Purpose committee 
meeting.  
 



- 25 - 

Cllr S Harcourt reported that the Wroughton Community Asset Trust had appointed four 
independent Trustees. The Trust had now agreed the installation of wifi in the Library 
which was scheduled for Tuesday 17 October 2017. Cllr Harcourt also confirmed that the 
Trust were close to agreeing a logo. 
Cllr Harcourt reported that the Planning Committee had met with Swindon Borough 
Council Officer Phil Smith along with representatives from Highworth Town Council to 
discuss Neighbourhood Plans and the impact of the recent decision at the Marlborough 
Road appeal. 
 

FC/110  Chair’s Report 
The Chair gave a verbal report and informed members that the Deputy Clerk had now 
passed her AAT qualification.   
 
The Chair also reported that there had recently been a positive post from a resident on 
facebook praising the cleanliness of the public toilets.  
 
The Chair stated that the Planning Committee had met with the Architect and 
Development Manager for the Co-op. The Chair reported that the meeting had been very 
positive and that the planning application had been put on hold whilst they investigated 
alternative solutions. The Chair also commented that it had been confirmed that should 
the Co-op on the High Street close, the Post Office will be relocated to the ground floor of 
the Co-op at the Three Tuns.  
 

FC/111  Sports Facility Working Party 
Members were not quorate so this agenda item was adjourned until the next full council 
meeting on 20 November 2017. 
 

FC/112  Swindon Borough Council’s Consultation Policy 
Members were not quorate so no comments have been agreed to send to Swindon 
Borough Council regarding their revised consultation policy, a copy of which appears as 
Appendix C in the Minute Book. Members passed on their disappointment with the time 
scale given for comments. 
 

FC/113  Trefoil House Renovations 
Cllr Harcourt informed members that the Finance and General Purpose Committee had 
agreed to underwrite any damage to the Weir Field caused by the contractor working on 
Trefoil House, up to a maximum of £200. A condition that only light vehicular access 
across the footpath/field is approved in the event that no other means of access is 
possible was also agreed.  
 

FC/114  Calendar of Meetings 
Members were not quorate so this agenda item was adjourned until the next full council 
meeting on 20 November 2017. 

 
FC/115  Youth Club/Pavilion Works 

Members NOTED the verbal update from the Clerk regarding the building works for 
Maunsell Way Pavilion. The Clerk informed members that the works to install a doorway 
into the changing room from the hallway had been started today.  
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   The meeting closed at 8.52pm. 
 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………… 
Date………………………………………………………………………………… 

   Chairman of the Council 


